
The Vilna Gaon State Jewish Museum starts preparations for an investment project with the aim to bring a historically important public space of the interwar period back to life – the “Meficei Haskala”, also known as the famous Vilnius Ghetto Library. The Memorial Museum of the Holocaust in Lithuania will be created in this building. 
The current Vilna Gaon State Jewish Museum Holocaust Exhibition, located at Pamėnkalnio street 12, is cramped and already unable to take the increasing number of visitors. Due to the bad conditions of the building and the lack of space it is not possible to show unique exhibits from the Museum’s collections, such as a Plastic Model of Vilnius city, created by the inmates of the Vilna Ghetto. The Vilna Gaon State Jewish Museum has an extensive collection of Holocaust documentation – diaries, photographs, posters, personal items, artworks, created by prisoners of the ghettos, audio and video material. This documentation and the unique history of the building will be told in the new exhibition. The Memorial Museum of Holocaust in Lithuania will be created in the building.
Before the Second World War the Jewish Library of Vilnius, the “Meficei Haskala” (“Education disseminators” in Hebrew) was located at Strašūno street 6, being today’s Žemaitijos street 4. During the first Soviet occupation in 1940, the library was nationalized. Due to the reorganization of all libraries, the former Jewish Library became library No. 5. Before the establishment of the Vilnius Ghetto the first Judenrat was situated there. The Library was in the territory of the Great Vilnius ghetto during the Second World War and continued its activities until the liquidation of the ghetto in September 1943. The chief of the Library, bibliographer Herman Kruk, was a refugee from Warsaw. He also founded, led and ran the Statistical Office, Ghetto Archive and Museum, all of which were based at the library as well. The Vilnius Ghetto University was also established there. Kruk wrote a ghetto diary which is nowadays known as the “Last Days of Lithuanian Jerusalem”. Cultural events organized by the unions of literature, arts, and history often took place in the Library hall. The Library was referred to as the Cultural Centre of the ghetto. The library used to house a bath. Itzik Wittenberg, the head of the Vilnius Ghetto Underground Resistance Organization (FPO), was the chief of the bath. Members of the ghetto resistance were hiding guns there and learned how to use them. The Library reading room served as the headquarters to secretly discuss a forthcoming action plan, aiming to trigger a revolt in the ghetto or to escape to partisans. There was a sport ground in the courtyard of the Library as well as a prison in front of it. Some Jews who survived the Holocaust, led by writers Shmerel Kaczerginski and Abraham Sutzkever, founded the Jewish Museum in Vilnius in 1945 exactly in building of the former Jewish Ghetto Library. After four years the museum was closed by Soviet authorities in 1949. There is no better location to speak about the destruction of the Lithuanian Jewish community than the former Vilnius Ghetto Library This was the goal of the Holocaust survivors who had founded a museum in the Library; is our very goal now. 

